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PARIS 4, niay speed record for po-

Jditical defection and rvedefection liag
perhaps been cstablished by Jozsef
Szall, Bungary's senior d;p]um at, who
“fled Budapest last avtumn, sought
asyluim dn. ‘the United S Hates, and has
‘now returned to Euvope proclaiming
himself 4 Hungarian patriot aud a good
“socialist.”

Szall had Deen his country’s Ame-
bassador to Haly for years after serve
ing in Ching, Jndonesia and ot UNES-
CO. Last summer he was recalled {o
Budapest and more or Jess put in cold
storage,: being given only a ditular

“post as adviser o the Foreign Minisler
without any reel job or an office.

n Avgust a Iungarian-language
publication of Free Furope, Inc., pub-
lished & harsh attack on Szall alleging
that he had been corroptad by ambi-
tion and the Roman life and that he
~had been involved in mlqnut.zonal busi~
ness {ransactions, Szall subzequently
complained, after he fled from Hun-
gary, that these calvmnies were cip-
culated among Budapest patty officials
and closed any doors slill 1cmqmm~
.open to him.

Free Xurope, Inc., ,ac;\nowlcd"
that such articles were published Aug.
28, 1870, and Dee, 11 (bwo weeks after
the Italian Government announced
Jthat Szall had asked for and heen
- granted political asylum), .

A hxgh official conceded that it had
beer “inwise editorial decision” to

pxmt the,n and indicated ¢fforts were
being made to dstermine whether Freo

Surope’s Hungarian exile publication”

- had allowed itself to be used as the
. vehicle for possibly forged reports,
Szall himself fled Budapest in Octo-
ber, driving his wife and small son
through the Czechoslovak city of Brati-
- slava and across the frontier to Aus-
! tria, benefiting from the fact that he
still had dlplometm papers and license
' plates, From Vienna he wont to Rome
- and promptly asked the Foreign Min-
istry- for help,
- The Hungavian suthorities ’mcd hard
“to p_msuadc Szall to return, He apreed
to wmeet special cmissaries from Buda-
pest in St. Peler’s Cathedral, Vatican
“Clty, and was only saved from being
kidnapped there by sceret police agents
through effective intervention by Ital-
-lan security guards.
After this atternpt to use force, even
m the neutral haven of the Vatican,
zall felt the lives,of his family were
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la.‘ly lgug' Courmmm upnal atus, IL{*
sought sanctuary in the Umfﬂd States.

AL fns-t-\%snmzz,xon \h..s reluctant
to grant (his but finolly agreed to ac-
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. copt thie Szalls last January. The Ara-

b:*.sw(.o. wras the hishestranking Hune-

arfan defector to the West since the
1955 revolution and the highest-ranle
ing diplomatic defector from the Come-
munist bloe in several years.

Yowever, after four yaonths in the
U.S.A., Szall had second thoughts, The
American Governtoent maede no  at-
tempt to interfere when he changed

" his mind and decidad to return to Xu-

rope last smonth. Initially he sought
new sanctusry in Switzerland LU.L,
v.-'heu this was refused, he went back
to Italy where he now p‘*emmab]y
feels inore safe than he did last winter,

The story of Joze=l Szell is a tregie
cold war hangovei. Ha represents the
kind of human flotsmm and jetsam
that still, from time to tine, flees one
ideology for anotiicr amd then dise
covers to its distress that it feels oven
Jess comfortable in new havens than
in unhappy homes left behind,

At {ifty, Szall hag lived throvzh
World War II, German occupation,
Russian  eccupation, Stalinismy, anti-
Stalinism  and  Budapest’s  nervous
tightrope walk cver since, teefering
between liberal and illiberal experi-
mentation. A little man with relatively
modest -ideas and no overpowering
fervor, he has sipped al every political
Tlower between Peking and Washing-
ton wn.hout, apparently, finding a

‘taste that suited him. - ,'

He hasn't yet made the major deci-
sion to go all the way~back home to -

Budapest. One must assume that Italy,

- which formally offered him asyluim lit-

tle more than six months ago, remains
ready 1o honor that pledze ioaay
Whether he will want to stay is an-
othcr thing.

Althougl, of higher rank, Jozsef
Szall, in his deubls and tergiversa-.
tions, bears resemblance to that con-
siderable exile community of lost souls
including peacenik American soldiers,
Soviet dissidents and Chinese doubters
who seek to. shake off abroad the
troubles that hem them in at home.
They find to their sorrow that John
Donne was wrong: Neither the flesh

nor the devil can he escaped by run-
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